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Assemblyman David Gantt might sue over district lines
Written by Joseph Spector Albany bureau chief
January 28, 2012

Debate about the efficacy of proposed state Senate district lines released Thursday is already in full roar. Assemblyman David Gantt, D-Rochester, went as far Friday as saying that he might file a lawsuit over the way a state task force divided up the city of Rochester's legislative lines. Gantt's argument is that the new lines could disenfranchise minority voters.

Rochester, the state's third largest city with about 210,000 people, would be split into three state Senate districts under the plans released Thursday.

It includes giving Buffalo-area Sen. Michael Ranzenhofer, a Republican, a part of the city — including its diverse 19th Ward that runs along the Genesee River to near the Greater Rochester International Rochester Airport.

"I think it's appalling that they would even try to draw districts like that. I will do my homework and then I will make up my mind about what it is I ought to do on behalf of those who live in the 19th Ward," said Gantt, who represents the area in the Assembly.

"You know what that means? I'll probably sue them," he added.

Gantt has sued over redistricting in the past when he believed it was suppressing minority voters. He sued in the early 1980s when his own 133rd District was targeted to be carved up.

And in 2002 — the last time the state undertook redistricting — he was part of a lawsuit over how congressional districts were drawn in western New York.

"I think they depleted the minority votes in that district," Gantt told Gannett's Albany bureau Friday in a telephone interview about the new lines.

"I believe we ought to be fair in the process. They have to be awfully careful about that which they do to discriminate against those who live in that district."

Gantt also called out Sen. Joseph Robach, R-Greece, who represents most of the city, and serves in the GOP majority.

The city is currently divided among Robach and Republican Sens. James Alesi and George Maziarz.

Under the new plan, Robach would lose about 40,000 voters in the city of Rochester; Alesi would pick up more and Maziarz would be moved out of the city.

Ranzenhofer would move into Monroe County instead, picking up the western Monroe County towns of Riga, Chili and the southwestern part of the city.

Robach "should say to those who are in charge in his house that that's wrong," Gantt said. "He has over the past 10 years claimed that he represents the whole district, so we ought to see what he has to say about that."

"No matter what the scope of the district, I will continue to strongly represent both urban and suburban constituents to the highest level," Robach said Friday.

"Others can continue to focus on politics and I will continue to focus on public service."

For his part, Ranzenhofer said he's looking forward to learning more about his new district, which would stretch from his hometown in Amherst, Erie County, through all of Genesee County and into Rochester.

He was first elected in 2008, succeeding longtime GOP Sen. Mary Lou Rath.

"I'm looking forward to when the campaign starts and once I start serving as senator to learn about all the new constituents I will be representing," he said, adding that his law firm, Friedman & Ranzenhofer, has an office in the Rochester suburbs.

He said no one is always going to be happy in redistricting.

"In every redistricting, probably back to when they started it, there has always been these claims made," Ranzenhofer said Friday. "There will always be people that may or may not file lawsuits.

"Someone will make a determination on whether those are accurate claims or not."
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